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REMEMBERING THAD COCHRAN 

Mr. ENZI. Madam President, today I 
wish to honor the life and legacy of the 
late Senator Thad Cochran. 

I appreciate having this opportunity 
to celebrate the life and accomplish-
ments of Senator Cochran. His loss will 
be deeply felt by all of us here in the 
Senate, not only by those of us who 
served with him, but also by the many 
staff and individuals he has worked 
with over time. Elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1972, Senator Coch-
ran touched many lives in his 46 years 
faithfully serving his State of Mis-
sissippi in Congress. 

As the son of a school principal and a 
math teacher, Senator Cochran under-
stood the value of hard work and dedi-
cation. He emerged as a leader among 
his peers from a young age. He was an 
Eagle Scout who helped establish a new 
troop and valedictorian of his class in 
high school where he earned varsity 
letters in football, basketball, baseball, 
and tennis. At the University of Mis-
sissippi, Senator Cochran was a frater-
nity president, student body vice presi-
dent, and a member of Omicron Delta 
Kappa, a national honorary leadership 
fraternity. Senator Cochran began his 
service to our country while at the 
University of Mississippi as a company 
commander in the Navy ROTC and, 
once graduated, was commissioned an 
ensign in the U.S. Naval Reserve and 
assigned to duty aboard the USS 
Macon. 

As a fellow Eagle Scout, Senator 
Cochran demonstrated core scouting 
values like trust, loyalty, courtesy, 
and reverence. He displayed these val-
ues not only in his nearly five-decade- 
long career in Congress, but also as a 
father to his two children, Kate and 
Clayton. 

Described as gentle and soft-spoken, 
Senator Cochran was a defender of Sen-
ate procedure and often worked across 
the aisle. Senator Cochran was known 
to hold strong opinions; yet he devel-
oped close working relationships with 
members of both parties. Senator Coch-
ran was determined that, if you look 
hard enough, there is common ground 
to be found with everyone. He earned 
his nickname of the Quiet Persuader 
through a determined yet respectful 
approach to negotiations. 

I had the honor of working with Sen-
ator Cochran in his role as chairman of 
the Appropriations Committee while I 
was chairmen of the Budget Com-
mittee. He was a hard worker and al-
ways guided by his core values. As a 
good statesman, he didn’t let party pol-
itics get in the way and always did 
what he thought was right. 

In a nearly five-decade-long career in 
Congress, it is difficult to pinpoint 
Senator Cochran’s single greatest 
achievement. Following Hurricane 
Katrina’s devastation, Senator Coch-

ran played a central role in security re-
lief funds for Gulf States, especially for 
his home State of Mississippi. During 
his tenure as chairman of the Agri-
culture Committee, Senator Cochran 
was a champion of the farm bill’s nu-
trition programs. Senator Cochran 
served as a tireless advocate for farm 
families and America’s agricultural in-
dustry. 

Senator Cochran authored the Mis-
sissippi Wilderness Act, which was the 
first Federal legislation ever passed for 
the perpetual protection of lands in the 
State of Mississippi. He was greatly in-
volved in land and wildlife conserva-
tion in Mississippi, a legacy of his that 
will endure for future generations to 
enjoy. 

Senator Cochran was an effective 
lawmaker who was a tireless advocate 
for his constituents. His model of pub-
lic service was that the constituents 
are always right. He said we are in 
Congress to serve, not to be served. 
Senator Cochran’s model of public 
service is one to look up to and his 
style of leadership will serve as an in-
spiration for future generations to 
come. 

Senator Cochran was a committed 
man of faith. A member of the South-
ern Baptist Church, he was always one 
to do what he thought was right rather 
than what was easiest. 

My wife Diana joins me in sending 
our deepest condolences to his loved 
ones and know he will find eternal 
peace and happiness knowing he had a 
profound effect on all that knew him a 
colleague, as a father, and as a friend. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 
ERIK H. TORRING 

∑ Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I am 
proud to recognize BG Erik H. Torring 
III, who is retiring after 30 years in the 
U.S. Army. General Torring has been a 
leader in not only our soldiers’ health, 
but the health of all the service ani-
mals that support our soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and marines on the battlefield. 

General Torring’s career culminated 
in his current post as both Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Operations in the 
Army’s Office of the Surgeon General 
and Chief of the U.S. Army Veterinary 
Corps, where he oversees the recruit-
ment, training, and equipment of al-
most 3,000 veterinary personnel in the 
U.S. Army. He spearheaded the devel-
opment of the Army’s electronic vet-
erinary records program and main-
tained standards for food safety across 
the Armed Forces. 

For his service to the United States 
of America, I am proud to recognize 
Brigadier General Torring and welcome 
him home to Texas.∑ 
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REMEMBERING STAFF SERGEANT 
JORDY SOESBE 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, 
today I would like to remember the life 

of retired U.S. Army National Guard 
SSG Jordy James Soesbe. Staff Ser-
geant Soesbe passed away on May 20, 
2019, at the age of 44. 

Jordy Soesbe was born in Burke, SD, 
and raised on his family’s farm and 
ranch in Gregory, SD. 

Soesbe spent more than 20 years in 
the U.S. Army and Army National 
Guard, retiring in 2017 at the rank of 
staff sergeant in the National Guard. 
He completed two tours of duty in Af-
ghanistan, serving as a gunner on a 
Humvee, sniper, and prison guard. He 
served with the Army’s 82nd Airborne 
Division and 25th Infantry Division and 
the South Dakota National Guard’s 
235th Military Police Company. 

During his time in the military, he 
earned numerous commendations and 
medals, including the Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal with Campaign Star, 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with ‘‘M’’ 
Device and 10-year Hourglass Device, 
Army Commendation Medal, and four 
Army Achievement Medals. 

Aside from his career in the military, 
he also served as a reserve sheriff’s dep-
uty with the Meade County Sheriff’s 
Office. 

In his spare time, he was an avid 
pheasant and deer hunter. He also en-
joyed spending time at his local shoot-
ing range. 

Staff Sergeant Soesbe was not only a 
hero in life, but also a hero in death. 
As an organ donor, he saved at least 
three lives. I commend this hero for his 
service, both in life and death, and 
offer my sincerest condolences to his 
family and friends. He is survived by 
his mother Virginia; brother Brett; 
daughters Alexandra, McKenna, and 
Alyssa; and numerous nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and in-laws.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:03 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 559. An act to amend section 6 of the 
Joint Resolution entitled ‘‘A Joint Resolu-
tion to approve the Covenant To Establish a 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands in Political Union with the United 
States of America, and for other purposes’’ . 

H.R. 1261. An act to establish a national 
program to identify and reduce losses from 
landslide hazards, to establish a national 30 
Elevation Program, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2940. An act to extend the program of 
block grants to States for temporary assist-
ance for needy families and related programs 
through September 30, 2019. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 45. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House to make a 
correction in the enrollment of H.R. 2157. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
2157) making supplemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 
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